
Pastorôs 
helper 

My Friends: 

 
 

On the corner of Hahnstown 
Road and a local cross-street sits a 
farmhouse. I pass this house every 
day on my way to and from the 
church. On Wednesday morning, 
as I sat at the stop sign, my eye 
was distracted by movement in the 
yard in front of that house. Two 
young rabbits were darting toward 
one another, stopping just short, 
then veering swiftly away. This 
happened several times before it 
dawned on me: They were having 
fun! They enjoyed the company of 
one another! 

 
 

Thatõs not the only evidence in 
nature, either. Two cows in a 
pasture gently nuzzle each otherõs 
noses; horses kick up their heels 
and race each other around the 
fence line. I believe that God has 
made each creature with the 
capacity and the desire for joy and 
companionship. How much more 
so are human beings created to 
have fun and to revel in the 
company of each other! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I get concerned when people take 
life too seriously. Yes, it is serious 
business, this living out our years, 
trying to please the Lord our God. 
It cannot and must not be too 
frivolous. Yet I canõt help but 
think that we truly miss out on the 
pleasure God has built in to our 
souls when we fail to enjoy what 
he has given to us.  
 
God is delighted in us when we 
delight in Him. Thatõs a joy that 
exists between Creator and 
creature. It is designed that way. It 
is supposed to be that way! John 
Piper expresses this sentiment like 
this:  

 
 

The climax of Godõs happiness 
is the delight He takes in the 

echoes of His excellence in the 
praises of His people. 

 
 

When we take joy in the Lord and 
we thus bring Him glory, there is a 
glorious response from God. 
Again, Piper writes this: 
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God is delighted when we delight 

ñ A Message from Pastor Bruce Tully in Him. 



 
For God is most glorified in us 

When we are most satisfied in Him 
 

The prescription for the woes and ills of this world is 
joy in God. When you get down over the state of 
politics, or if the hatred and violence humans 
perpetrate on each other is overwhelming your spirit, 
take a moment and reflect on the joy God takes in you 
when you glorify Him. It will lift your spirits. It has to 
ð because thatõs the way He made you! So be joyous, 
my friends!  

 
 

I leave you with the words of the psalmist: 

 
 

For you, O Lord, have made me  
glad by your work; 

At the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
 
Be Blessed, 
 
 

A Kindergarten teacher was walking around 
observing her classroom of children while 
they were drawing pictures.  As she got to 
one girl who was working diligently, she asked 
what the drawing was.   

The girl replied, òIõm drawing God.ó 

The teacher paused and said, òBut no one 
knows what God looks like.ó 

Without looking up                                    
from her drawing,                                          
the girl replied, 

òThey will in a                                         
minute.ó 

Salem Evangelical Reformed 

Church, Hellers 
    

2555 Horseshoe Rd., Lancaster PA  17601 

717-656-9249  

Bruce, E. Tully, Pastor l Office:  656-8064;  

Cell:  413-8417 l Email: pastor@salemhellers.com 

Gail Banz, Office Administrator  Office:  656-9249;  

Email: info@salemhellers.com  

Office Hours: M-F, 9amñ1pm 

Consistory President, Sandra Moffett  Cell:  875.5078 

Consistory: Sandra Moffett, President; Mervin Bare, Vice 

President; George Cooper, Secretary;  

Ron Nickel, Treasurer; Ragen Burns; Marie Peazzoni; 

Bruce Ranck; Eugene Rodgers; Mark Steller; Bruce Tully 

 
 
 
 

 
Ruth Good..........................................June 1 
Merv Bare............................................June 2 
Marlene Reynolds...............................June 5 
Chuck Hanna......................................June 8 
Ruth Blevins.......................................June 11 

Katelyn Burns.........................................................................June 16 
Levi King.................................................................................June 22 
Bruce Ranck............................................................................June 24 
Betty Jane Gochnauer     ...........................................................June 24 
Margaret Elizabeth Bolen.....................................................June 28 
 
       
Ivan & Joann Brian................June 2 (60 years) 
Gene & Janet Rodgers.............June 8 (3 years) 
Gene & Eunice Boyer...........June 9 (55 years) 
Ragen & Deb Burns............June 18 (34 years)  
Bob & Sandy Geist................June 19 (7 years) 
Gerald & Cassidy Bolen........................................June 28 (3 years) 
Ron & Elisa Nickel................................................June 28 (9 years) 
Dick & Dorothy Ruoss.......................................June 29 (70 years) 
Mervin & Shirley Bare.........................................June 30 (61 years)                            
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I want to express my thanks and appreciation to our 

Sanctuary Choir Members for a job well done this spring. 

Each week that the choir has sung, I have heard 

continued and noticeable improvement. Each Sunday 

someone in the congregation has stopped me and 

remarked how a particular song has been a personal 

blessing or mentioned how well the choir sounded. 

 

During the Easter Season, I invited several singers who 

had told me that they could be available to join us for a short term. We are blessed to have good friends 

who are able to join us in song and still attend their home church. To these folks, helping us is a 

ministry, and we thank them. I have called them òOfficial Part Time Membersó of our Sanctuary Choir.  

 

And we cannot forget Ragen, who is so important to our rehearsals. Playing the tracks for us to rehearse 

makes Ragen our accompanist. You see, I am dealing with vision issues that make reading music very 

difficult, sometimes impossible.  By having accompaniment tracks, I am free to conduct the choir with 

music which I have memorized. 

 

During our time of devotions, we have 

started to learn about one another. Each 

week I ask a designated member about his 

or her life so that we in the choir can get to 

know each other better. I ask this question 

at the end of the interview:  òWhat is one 

thing that the choir could pray for you?ó As 

we hear from each member, we also build a 

list of prayer requests that we share.  

 

We continue to strive to be a ministry through music. Often we are as blessed at being able to sing a 

particular song as the congregation is to receive the message in song. We would really like to grow our 

size, and I am always looking and listening for potential members. We need 3 men to balance out the 

parts. We have a good time at rehearsals and are always looking to do new things. Please join us this 

summer as we prepare for Choirfest.  It is the perfect time to give it a try. 

 

Until Next time, 

Ron 

FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR A 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

glory 
to GOD 

     alone 
3 



 

CONSISTORY MINUTES, MAY 9, 2017 

1. Call meeting to order 

2. Devotional by the President followed by prayer. 

3. Roll call: Present:, Sandi Moffett, Marie Peazzoni, Ron Nickel, Merv Bare, George Cooper, Ragen Burns, 
Gene Rogers, Bruce Ranck. Absent: Pastor Tully and Mark Steller. 

4. Treasurerõs Report: April treasurerõs report was approved by the Consistory after a motion to approve and a 
second. 

Correction: Last month it was stated that the Financial Review for 2016 was approved by the Congregation. 
This is not true. It was approved by the Consistory. 

5. Presidentõs Report: 1. Secretary Gail will be on vacation in June 12-16. 2. Lifeline Screening will be at the 
church once again on September 18. 

6. Pastorõs Report: Due to his absence no report was given. 

7. Reports of Ministries 

A. Lay Life/Fellowship: No report 

B. Worship: Did not meet, so no report. 

C. Property:  (See p. 5) 

D. Personnel-No Report 

8. Committee Reports 

A. Memorial: No meeting. 

B. Missions: May 19, Community Dinner 

C. Membership Care/Shut-in: No report 

D. Nominations: Committee will not meet unless needed until later in the year. 

9. Old Business 

A. Sign for front of Church: Will seek variance from residential category of church property, then if given, 
fund raising will begin. 

B. Veritas Academy: No decision from Veritas, possibly till May. 

C. Key for Deb Long approved 

D. Emergency Preparedness 

1. Police- Safety/violence management presentation-Ragen working on this. 

2. Evacuation plan for fires- Doug and Scott working on this. 

3. LGH-AEG/first aid kit-Sandi working on this. 

10. New Business 

A. Question raised about church kitchen meeting State inspection. Will not proceed with this, but there is a 
need to hire someone to completely clean the kitchen. 

 

 

Adjournment approved. Closed with Lordõs Prayer. 
 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by George Cooper, Secretary 

 
 

    WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL                      APRIL GIVING AT A GLANCE 

                 ATTENDANCE    
        Worship (avg. 86)     Sunday School (avg. 15) 

 April 2:      96          April 2:     13  

 April 9:      99          April 9:     17 

 April 13:    107         April 16:    No classes 

 April 23:    70         April 23:    16 

 April 30:    57          April 30:    No classes 

Current..............................................................$19,969.17 

Missions..............................................................$1,250.00 

Stained Glass Repair.........................................$2,460.00 

Cemetery Fund.....................................................$253.15 

 

For more information, please see the Treasurerõs Report on 
the Community bulletin Board in Cowan Hall. 
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PROPERTY MINUTES, MAY 2, 2017 

CURRENT PROJECTS 

¶ Seeking information on replacing the worst flat roof (to the far north by the stairs over the boiler room) ð asking for 
either a timeline to replace or an estimate. 

¶ While Levi was lubricating the tower bell he noted that a professional should inspect it. The mortar joints looked bad, 
and the bell works need painting. Levi will contact Reynolds AV, Inc., who services the carillon. Skip contacted Brett 
Kreider for painting probably in the fall. Gene and Skip will make contacts with some masons for repointing the 
brick.  

¶ The stained glass behind the altar should be reinstalled the week of May 8th. There was a problem with the powder 
coating subcontractor. We have paid 2/3 ($8784) with the final 1/3 ($4126.00) upon completion. 

¶ Mosko Cemetery Monument Services conducted the cemetery survey, and we are waiting on the report.  Furman 
Funeral Home has pledged $500 towards this project. Will look into some other funding sources such as the 
Lancaster County Historical Society, the Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society at the Seminary, and possibly a 
grant. 

 

FINISHED PROJECTS  

¶ Phoenix Remodeling restored the south chimney at 2575   
 Horseshoe Rd. and added brackets to the chimney caps on 
 both chimneys. 

¶ The sliding carpet mat by the south entrance has been 
 replaced. It is not removable. 

¶ Curt Kofroth cleaned the hallway carpet. 

¶ Levi and Mervin Bare removed the old decorations in the cemetery in time for Easter. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

¶ Outside sign - Bruce Ranck contacted the assistant zoning officer for ULT and found that to seek a variance would 
cost us $250 (pass or fail). A variance would allow 6 months to start the project and must finish the job within 12 
months after that. Russ stated his objection to constantly changing messages as a road distraction. The project is in 
the hands of the Consistory. 

¶ Skip asked Betty Snyder to hire someone to professionally clean the kitchen, and the property committee will pay the 
bill. 

¶ Property at 2575 Horseshoe Road ð Gordon Paules will clean the gutters and downspouts, install donated front 
porch stair railings, and will paint the front porch. 

¶ Narthex clean-up - the short cabinet was moved back up and everything appears neat. The large cabinet was moved 
back down to the old kitchen for Missions storage.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

¶ A Work Party on will be held on May 20 starting at 8:00 AM for the purpose of grounds trimming and cleanup. 

¶ Ivan Brian requested the use of Cowan Hall on June 4 for sponsoring a coffee hour followed by a celebration of their 
60th wedding anniversary - was approved. 

¶ All Saints Church requested the use of Cowen Hall on June 9 and 10th (Friday 9:00-5:00 and Saturday 9:00-1:00) for a 
òQuilt Extravaganzaó - approved. 

¶ Life Line will use Cowen Hall again on Sept. 18 (Monday) for their physical screenings - approved. 
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