
 

My Friends: 
 
Winters here in our area of PA are 

problematic. Not because they are 

so severe, but because they are so 

unpredictable. Our first winter 

here in 2007-08 was much like this 

one; it was fairly mild, with just a 

few irritating snowfalls. The first 

thing that came to minds was, 

‘Huh. This isn’t going to be so 

bad.’ 

 

The very next winter we ended up 

with about 67” of snow in about 

three major storms. That wasn’t 

much to brag about. Now, again 

this year, the pattern has returned 

to the first one. Since October I 

bet we haven’t really had more 

than about eight inches of snow…

total. The thing that is so 

unlikeable about all this is that we 

go through all the warnings and 

predictions of the terrible storms 

to come, and then…nothing.  

 

As with the proverbial ‘boy who 

cried wolf,’ over each successive 

miss that was predicted to be a big 

hit, we get numbed to the idea that 

anything will actually occur. Now 

when the local storm team calls 

for a major winter storm, I get out 

my raincoat and prepare to deal 

with mud, not snow. When the 

real thing comes, I won’t be the 

least bit ready for it. 

 

With over 2000 years having 

passed since Jesus walked on this 

planet, we have yet to see Him 

return. He made that promise to 

His disciples that He would indeed 

come for them and take them to  
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God’s Promises Always Come to Fruition  
— A Message from Pastor Bruce Tully 



where He was, with the Father in heaven. And that 

applies to each of us who belong to Christ now.  

 

Every year we read these same promises as we read 

through the Bible. Maybe we talk about it in some of our 

classes together. And once in a while it comes up in our 

Sunday morning preaching. My fear is that, just as it is 

with the storm warnings, the warning of Jesus’ return 

takes on less and less urgency as time goes by and it does 

not happen.  

 

What we would be wise to keep in mind is that God’s 

promises always come to fruition. He has never lied nor 

let His people down. What He says, He means. For God, 

a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years is like 

a day. Time for Him is not a factor. He still intends to 

keep the vow that Christ will come back to redeem His 

people and judge the lost. It is not ours to know when. 

 

What IS ours to do is to remain vigilant. We cannot let 

our defenses down, even for a moment. Always be 

spiritually prepared for the possibility that any moment, 

with loud trumpet blasts, thunder, and great show of 

power, Jesus will descend from the heavenly realm and 

meet us where we are.  

 

The best way to stay ready is to build your relationship 

with Jesus. Love him with all your heart, mind, and soul. 

Learn all you can about him. Pray daily. Give thanks and 

praise Him for who He is. Worship Him with your 

brothers and sisters when we gather, especially on 

Sunday mornings. Over all, put your trust in Him as 

Lord. Then when He comes, you will not be caught by 

surprise. You will be overjoyed and filled with praise and 

worship.  

 

How are you doing as you consider these things…in 

2019? Are you ready? If not, why not? Think of the glory 

you will share with Him when we all get to that place 

where we dwell with God forever. It makes every 

suffering and trial here and now worth it. I pray you are 

ready.  

Andy Reynolds.............................. March 3 

Fair Ayers...................................... March 4 

Ron Nickel.................................... March 4  

Brett Kreider.................................. March 5 

Mary Landis................................. March 14 

Ben King...................................... March 16 

George Cooper.............................March 20 

Alison Moffett.............................. March 23 

Candy Kreider..............................March 24 
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Gail Banz, Office Administrator l Office:  717-656-9249   

mail: info@salemhellers.com  

Office Hours: M-F, 9am—1pm                                  

Mark Steller, Consistory President l  Cell:  717-951-4212 

Consistory: Mark Steller, President; Harold Teigland, Vice 

President; George Cooper, Secretary;  

Ron Nickel, Treasurer; Ragen Burns; Marie Peazzoni; 

Eugene Rodgers; Merv Bare; Bruce Tully 

www.salemhellers.com; 

www.facebook.com/salemhellers 
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FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR A 
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Each January for the last 40 or more years, I have attended the National Association of Music 

Merchants Convention in either Anaheim, CA or Chicago. This year was no exception, and 

once more I made the trip to Anaheim. There are some 70,000 people attending this show, 

and over the years I have been fortunate to meet and greet Andrae Crouch, Dino, George 

Shearing, Stan Kenton, Michael Feinstein, Doc Severinsen, and various other notables in the 

music world. 

My business career in the music industry has seen me representing excellent piano 

manufacturers, predominantly the Baldwin Piano Company. As times have changed and 

companies close, I migrated to the world’s largest piano manufacturer in Guangzhou, China. 

The Pearl River Piano Company, a 60-plus year old business, has brought me to their factory 

three different times. 

I retired in February of 2007, and I wondered what I would do with all that free time. 

HA! I am busier today than I was then.  The truth is I did this to myself. The love of 

music whether as a pianist, organist, music director, conductor, music arranger, or as 

a participant in the music industry - I would like to think has kept me young - and for 

sure it has kept me young at heart. 

Music, you see, is an integral part of our daily life. Recently Gladys Knight sang the 

Star Spangled Banner at the opening of the Super Bowl. As she sang the final word BRAVE (as in the home of the brave), 

a perfectly timed flyover by the USAF Thunderbirds completed the national anthem.  What a perfect finish. I must 

admit that I felt a surge of pride to be an American and got a little misty eyed when they showed the US Army troops 

standing at attention and saluting from their overseas post. 

What has all this got to do with Salem Hellers, you may ask?  “Everything” is the answer. Music is a powerful force, a 

gift from GOD that evokes emotions. Inherent in human beings is the capacity to express or experience a range of 

emotions. The pride I felt during that rendition of the national anthem is but one example of music in our daily lives. 

The somber tone of a funeral dirge, or the thrill of a circus band, the grace of a Viennese waltz, or the humor of a 

cartoon soundtrack, are all emotional experiences that we appreciate because of music. 

During this spring choir season, you are going to hear a variety of music.   Many 

times I have heard the comment or something similar, “That song was such a 

comfort to me this morning,” and that is the real essence of our music ministry:  

to comfort, inspire, or energize God’s people.  

It is very easy to sit in the worship service and be totally distracted.  What will I 

cook for lunch? - Did I turn of the stove when I left for church? - Is it starting to 

snow? - and so many many other thoughts that can keep you from the blessing 

that comes with a total focus on worship. Allow the words and the music to 

become a singular focus, whether it is the morning opening hymn, the anthem, or the special music as a few examples.   

God has given us the powerful gift of music. As the choir brings God’s message in song to our worship service, it is our 

prayer that your life as a believer will be touched, blessed, enriched, and encouraged. It has often been said that worship 

is not a spectator event.  Focusing on the words and hearing the music makes you a participant. 

Until Next Time…..Ron 

 

January 24, 2019 

 

 

 



CONSISTORY MINUTES, FEBRUARY 19, 2019 
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1. Call meeting to order 
 
2. Devotional From Jesus Always; Stay close to God. 
 
3. Roll call: Present:, Mark Steller, Marie Peazzoni, Ron Nickel, George Cooper, Gene Rogers, Ragen Burns, Harry 
Teigland, Merv Bare, Larry Stoltzfus and Pastor Tully. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report: The December and January Financial Reports were reviewed and approved. Other notes: Audit 
committee needed, Merv Bare and possibly Skip Reynolds. Also the financial report put in the Annual Report were the 
wrong figures. Complete new report will be ready for Sunday’s meeting. 
 
5. President’s Report: Congregational Meeting: Sunday February 24, 10:30, in Sanctuary. Purpose to approve annual report 
and announcements. 
 
6. Pastor’s Report: 
 
 Jan. 9 I met with Ron Gardiner to discuss the spring music programming, including the upcoming cantata to be 

performed on Palm Sunday. That evening we began our winter session of The Gathering. This time we are spending 
about 11weeks in a study on the Ten Commandments and their relevance to our lives today. 

 On the 10th, the facilities sharing committee met to discuss our input into the lease agreement between Salem Hellers 
and All Saints. Following that meeting we met with the leadership team of All Saints to listen and ask questions. We 
agreed to meet in a few weeks to finalize things. 

 Jan. 15 was the CVM Bible Study. I will be presenting the next study in Feb. 
 Jan. 16 met with Pastor Strawbridge to work out questions on pricing and regulations of use of the building for purposes 

other than regularly scheduled church events, such as weddings and funerals. 
 Jan. 18 we hosted the community meal again at Zion Lutheran. 
 Jan. 22 the Spiritual Council started its 2019 sessions. The goal is to work through the stated Doctrine of belief as 

printed in our By-laws and Constitution. This particular meeting we held a discussion of what the doctrine of Trinity is 
about. 

 Jan. 29 met with another local pastor for breakfast. We are both pastoral staff of independent churches and we feel it is a 
good idea for us to share with one another. 

 Jan. 31, through the connections that Ron Buch has, I was fortunate to tour the Blessings of Hope facility in Leola. They 
currently are on a pace to distribute almost 8 million pounds of food this year. They provide food not only to 
individuals, but through church memberships, and then also directly to other food banks. They are a warehousing 
operation for skid-loads of food that otherwise would go to the landfill. That evening we met again as a facility sharing 
team and then with All Saints team. We worked through questions and concerns, then we signed the agreements, with 
All Saints tentatively beginning worship here in early March. 

 Feb. 5—CVM meeting at CCOB. Discussed whether or not we would be interested in reintroducing the idea of Lenten 
meals. Mike will look into it and contact us with results. Also there is a meeting being set up to address the issue of 
homelessness and affordable housing in the CV school district. Outside SDL, CV has the highest rate of homelessness 
in the county. 

 Feb. 11—Missions met to wrap up plans for the lasagna dinner fundraiser. Also briefly discussed potential mission trip 
dates for next year, with a plan to return to Guatemala. 

 Feb. 18—CVM Bible study; also met with reps from All Saints to tour facilities and discuss guidelines for children and 
families 

 
7. Reports of Ministries 

     A. Lay Life/Fellowship: No Report. 
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Consistory Minutes Continued 

If you have any experience writing grants and would like to help us, we would be ever so grateful.  

Because of our rich heritage in having an historical building and cemetery, we may qualify for         

financial help that would enable us to do special projects in taking care of                                             

what God has given to us.  A small investment of your time                                                                  

could have a large positive impact for Salem Hellers Church. 

For more information on helping in this way, please contact Skip Reynolds, Property Chairman. 

SPECIAL REQUEST 

 B. Worship: No Report 
 
 C. Property:  See p. 6 
 
 D. Personnel- We have temporary help cleaning the building. Must wait for completed contract after seeing how 
      much more will be needed when All Saints join in use of the building. 
 
8. Committee Reports 
 
 A. Memorial: No report. 
 
 B. Missions: Lasagna Dinner fund raiser set for February 24 
 
 C. Membership Care/Shut-in: No report. 
 
 D. Nominations: No report. 
 
9. Old Business 
 Sharing space/facility with All Saints Church: 
      1. 01/10/19 Meeting with All Saints Leaders - Lease agreement discussions 
      2. 01/31/18 Meeting with All Saints Leaders - Lease agreement finalized & signed 
      3. Sign Project - no changes, but Property will check to find why lights do not work. 
      4. Sabbatical for Pastor - to be announced at Congregational Meeting. 

 
 

10. New Business 

 
 

 Garden plots at Hellers - An idea to provide space for garden plots under the power lines on church property 
      for local apartment dwellers was discussed. Will hold for further discussion.  

 
 

11. Motion to adjourn 

 
 

Closed with prayer. 

 
 
 

Minutes respectfully submitted by George Cooper, Secretary 



PROPERTY MINUTES, FEBRUARY 5, 2019 

The meeting was called to order at 7;00 PM and opened in prayer by Skip Reynolds. In attendance were, Gene 
Rodgers, Merv Bare, Levi King, Skip Reynolds, Larry  Stoltzfus, Harry Teigland, and  guest from All-Saints,  
Kevin Kanoff. 
 
Re-roofing Project: 
 
1. The project is about 55% complete. The Education Wing has the metal roof installed.  No additional 

sheathing was needed, and no repairs were required. Have started on the Sanctuary, unfortunately, because 
the boards were so old they have to install OSB sheathing. Because of this, we may not be able to include re-
roofing the rubber roof over Cowan Hall at this time. Rubber roof over the foyer will need to be done during 
warmer temperatures to assure proper adhesion. 

 
2.  While installing the the metal  on the  Educational Wing, the roofers needed to remove the vinyl siding on 

the two rear gables over Cowan Hall. Most of the siding was very old, so we elected 
to replace it all for $3,083.00. 

 
3.  MR Roofing's project manager, Nathan, is in contact with us almost daily, and he is 

constantly asking for feedback. If any of you have any questions, please let Lorin 
know. 

 
Roof Fund Raising: 
 
1. As of January 25, 2019, we had amassed $70,100.00 (we reached the halfway mark in just over 3 months’ 

time). However, we still have to find $69,900.00. We are looking for other means to support the project. 
 
2.  We have a pledge project running, and Jenni Simmons is organizing an Indoor Garage Sale for March 29, 

2019 from 4:00—7:00 p.m. and on March 30, 2019 from 7:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. We are gathering items in our 
basement. We now need help pricing, cleaning and organizing the items. We will be working every 
Wednesday night starting at 6:30 PM. We will be accepting items for sale up until March 15, 2019. The day of 
the event we plan on selling hot dogs and donated baked goods. 

 
Finished Projects: 
 
1.   Skip called off the scheduled Feb. 2  Work Party, due to weather and called as many of the people he could 

think of. Unfortunately, not all were notified. However, on a good note, 14 people showed up and were able 
to finish changing out the sanctuary light bulbs and cleaning out the first three Sunday School rooms. Thank 
you to Gene for organizing them. 

2.  The contract has been signed by both parties to let All Saints use our facilities for a leasing fee of $12.000.00 a 
year. 

3. Gene checked the temperature of the upstairs bathrooms and office and had Ragen replace the relay. 
 
Current  Projects: 
 
1.    Gene will be getting a reverse  thermostat for the air system in the church boiler room. 
2.   Premier Tree Service will be trimming the maple tree at 2575 Horseshoe Rd. for $900.00 when the weather      

improves. 
3. Gene purchased 4 new LED lights for the library. 
 
Old Business 

1. The light pole that was knocked down in the north parking lot will not be replaced due to its age and not 
having been used for 30 years. 

                        Continued on p. 7  
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Old Business: 
            
2. The light bulbs in the north parking lot will be replaced  when the weather improves. 
 
3. Harold Nolt will be working on the tomb stones when the weather improves and the      
    ground dries out. 
 
4. We will be researching  the cost for replacing the ceiling tiles and ceiling lights in the 

second floor wing. 
 
New business: 
 
1. Iddings Electric and  MR roofing will work out the details of adjusting the steeple on the new roof. 
 
2. Skip will meet with Nathan in the spring to discuss the rooftop HVAC unit. 
 
3. Gene Rodgers will be renting Cowan Hall for a family Easter party on April 21, 2019. 
 
4. The Roof Fund Committee will be using Cowan Hall on March 30, 2019, for the garage sale. 
 
The next Property meeting is scheduled for March 5, 2019 
 
Respectfully submitted, Harry Teigland 

Property Minutes Continued 

A couple had two little boys, ages 8 and 10, who were excessively 
mischievous. The two were always getting into trouble and their 
parents could be assured that if any mischief occurred in their town 
their two young sons were in some way involved. 

The parents were at their wits end as to what to do about their sons' 
behavior. The mother had heard that a clergyman in town had been 
successful in disciplining children in the past, so she asked her  

husband if he thought they should send the boys to speak with the clergyman. 

The husband said, 'We might as well. We need to do something before I really lose my temper!' The 
clergyman agreed to speak with the boys, but asked to see them individually. The 8 year old went to 
meet with him first. The clergyman sat the boy down and asked him sternly, 'Where is God?' 

The boy made no response, so the clergyman repeated the question in an even sterner tone, 'Where is 
God?' Again the boy made no attempt to answer. At that the boy bolted from the room and ran 
directly home, slamming himself in the closet. His older brother followed him into the closet and 
asked what had happened. The younger brother replied, 'We are in BIG trouble this time. God is 
missing and they think we did it.' 
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January 

Attendance—

Worship  

JAN. 6 65  

JAN. 13 31 

JAN. 20 42 

JAN. 27 69 

Average worship 
attendance for 
January is 51 

January  

Attendance—

Sunday School  

JAN. 6  18  

JAN. 13 13 

JAN. 18 18 

JAN. 27 21 

Average Sunday 
School attendance for 
January is 17. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE & TREASURER’S REPORT 

JANUARY TREASURER’S REPORT* 

          Current .............................$13,774.18  

          Missions..............................$1,052.00  

          Improvement.......................$7,772.00  

          Cemetery Fund......................$358.40          

*For more information, please see the Treasurer’s 

Report on the Community Bulletin Board in Cowan Hall.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Greeters 

MAR. 3:   Bill & Cindy Portner 

MAR.  10: Judy Wenger & 

 Kathy Hinerdeer 

MAR. 17: Mary Lichty and  

 Betsy Lichty 

MAR. 24: Arlene Kofroth &   

 Margaret Sensenig 

MAR. 31:  Bob & Rosene Burns 

      Flower Distributors 

MAR. 3:   Marie Peazzoni 

MAR. 10: Judy Wenger   

MAR. 17: Mary Lichty and Betsy Lichty 

MAR. 24:  Cassidy Bolen 

MAR. 31:  Open 

 

Ushers 

Bruce Ranck (Head), Bob Geist,     

Sandy Geist, David Reinmiller, and           

Scott Gribble 

Offering Baggers 

Mark Steller and 

Ron Nickel 

      Worship Leaders 

MAR. 3:  George Cooper; MAR. 10:  Linda Ranck ; MAR. 17:  Mark Steller;  

MAR. 24:  Lisa Tully; MAR. 31: Kim Kreider 
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To our Church Family, 

 

Through your cards, phone calls, and prayers, your kindness and 

sympathy will always be held in grateful remembrance. 

 

                        ~Betty Jane Gochnauer’s Family 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Agape meetings will resume in March.  Join 

us Tuesday morning, March 5, at 10:00 a.m. 

in Cowan Hall when we will 

assemble visitation gift bags for our Home-

Bound members.  Please remember to bring 

your items for the bags.  Questions may be 

referred to Merv Bare or B.J. Groff.  Everyone 

is welcome.  Lunch will follow at Rosario’s. 

We are collecting black & white (not the 

colored, shiny kind) newspapers to use 

for wrapping glassware for our indoor 

garage sale.  If you have newspapers to donate, please 

put them in the box in Cowan Hall.  Thank you. 

We will be having a Community Meal at 

Zion Lutheran Church on March 15.  If you 

can help with food or serving, please sign 

up at the Information Desk. 

Invite your family and 

friends to our Indoor Yard 

Sale on Friday & Saturday, 

March 29-30.  We will be 

open on Friday from 4:00 

p.m.—7:00 p.m. and on Saturday from 7:00 a.m.—1:00 

p.m.  All proceeds go our Roof Repair Fund. 

 

Don’t forget to set your 

clocks ahead one hour on 

Sunday, March 10 for 

Daylight Savings Time! 

 

 Lenten meals will be available at Zion Lutheran 

Church every Friday evening from March 8—

April 19.  All are welcome to attend. 

 Plan to be with us for our Ash Wednesday service 

on Wednesday, March 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

When evangelist George 

Bennard composed The 

Old Rugged Cross in the 

year 1912, he never 

dreamed that it would be 

the theme of a cantata 

about the cross. This all 

time favorite has a fresh 

new treatment as the theme of our Palm Sunday 

Cantata. We welcome the Children’s Choir from All 

Saints Church to join us for this musical Celebration 

of Christ’s love for all. Please make plans to attend 

April 14 at 3 PM  

 Please plan to join us for our 

Upper Room Communion on 

Thursday, March 18.  5:30—6:00—

handicapped seating; 6:00—7:00 all 

others. 

 Worship together 

with us on Sunday, 

April 21 at 9:30 p.m. as 

we proclaim the Good 

News that Christ has 

risen from the dead.   

LENT & EASTER SEASON 2019 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

8 

 

 

 

 

 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

3  9:30 am 

Worship; 

10:45 am 

Sunday 

School  

 

 

4 
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10:00 a.m. 

Agape 

7:00 p.m. 

Property 

6 

6:15 pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 pm. Ash 

Weds. 

Service 

7 

6:30 Choir 

7:15 Cantata 

Choir 

8 

Lenten 

Meal—Zion 

Lutheran 

9 

 

10 9:30 am 

Worship; 

10:45 am 

Sunday 

School  

11 

6:30 

Missions 

12 

7:00 pm 

Consistory 

 

 

 

13 

6:15 pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 pm. The 

Gathering 

14 

6:30 Choir 

7:15 Cantata 

Choir 

15 

Pastor’s 

Helper 

Deadline 

Community 

Meal—Zion 

Lutheran 

16 

17 9:30 am 

Worship; 

10:45 am 

Sunday 

School  

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

20 6:15 pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 pm. The 

Gathering 

 

 

21 

6:30 Choir 

7:15 Cantata 

Choir 

22 

Lenten 

Meal—Zion 

Lutheran 

23 

 

 

24 - 9:30 am 

Worship; 

10:45 am 

Sunday 

School               

 

 

25 

7:00 p.m. 

Worship Mtg. 

 

26 
 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Spiritual 

Council 

 

 

27 

6:15 pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 pm. The 

Gathering 

28 

6:30 Choir 

7:15 Cantata 

Choir 

29 

Lenten 

Meal—Zion 

Lutheran 

 

 

4-7 pm 

30 

7:00 am—

1:00 pm 

MARCH 2019 
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31 

INDOOR GARAGE SALE 

St. Patrick’s 

Day 

“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 


