
A MESSAGE OF HOPE AND GRACE 

My Friends: 
 
Not too long ago, if you recall, my 
father died. What was so 
bothersome to me was not his 
aging; that I could deal with 
because it was expected. What got 
me down was the slow, degrading 
loss of memory. There were times 
when he could not recall who I 
was; in fact, he often told people, 
after my visit, that ‘Cousin Don 
was here to see me.’ That kind of 
thing is painful, and discouraging. 
To see a loved one become 
someone different—a person you 
never knew.  
 
I know that quite a few of you 
have experienced the same thing, 
or may be enduring it even now. I 
want you to know that you are not 
alone. With as many of us 
survivors as there are, it would be 
good to address the ache and the 
hurt in some meaningful way.  

On December 19, here at Salem 
Hellers, we will hold a special 
service to embrace and encourage 
those whose lives have been put 
on hold by caring for a loved one 
who is no longer the same person 
he or she once was. Ron Gardiner 
and I have been working on this 
for some time. A while back he 
had presented me with a copy of a 
beautiful, touching choir anthem 
called When Memory Fades. It 
was the seed that has since 
sprouted into this blossoming 
service in December.  
 
The choir will present a Joel Raney 
grouping of traditional Christmas 
songs. I think it is important that 
we accept and understand that 
Christmas is hard for those 
suffering in the presence of the 
ongoing loss of someone they 
love. However, it is critical that we 
keep our spirits, and know that 
Christ is in control.  
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— A Message from Pastor Bruce Tully 



He came here to this planet to die for our sins, to 
free us from the ravages of human life, and to be 
able to go into his presence when we pass from this 
life. So we celebrate the arrival of that Savior. 
 
Special music and that anthem I mentioned will fill 
some of the time. I am working on a message of 
hope and grace that touches on the purpose of 
Christ in the world. That He will never leave us nor 
forsake us, even if or when our cognitive skills ebb 
away. He also dearly loves those who lovingly aid 
and assist those who are fading.  
 
There will be a unique opportunity to recognize and 
remember our loved ones. A special tree will be 
available on which we will ask attendees to place 
specially prepared ornaments. You will be asked to 
write the name of the one you wish to honor, and 
then hang it along with the others all across the 
branches of the tree.  
 
If you know of caretakers, nursing home workers, at
-home caretakers, hospital or hospice staff, or other 
related persons, who are so devoted to the care of 
these folks, then please invite them to attend this 
service. We will be publishing a take-home card with 
information on it so you might share it with others.  
 
To make it more readily available, the service will be 
on Sunday, in mid-afternoon. Watch for further 
updates. Our purpose is to take the audience 
through a little over an hour of encouragement and 
rest. We hope that by the end of the service, at least 
a small amount of joy will remain that you can take 
with you. So please mark your calendars for 
December 19, and tell others.  
 
Blessings, 

Salem Evangelical  

Reformed Church, Hellers 

2555 Horseshoe Rd. l Lancaster PA  17601          

 717-656-9249  

Bruce E. Tully, Pastor  l  717-413-8417                                         

Email: pastor@salemhellers.com 

Ron Gardiner, Music Director  l  717-471-9301 

Gail Banz, Office Administrator                                                     

Email: info@salemhellers.com  

Mark Steller, Consistory President  l  717-951-4212 

 Consistory: Mark Steller, President; Harry Teigland, Vice 
President; George Cooper, Secretary;  Ron Nickel, Treasurer;   
Merv Bare; Ragen Burns; Marie Peazzoni; Margaret Sensenig; 

Bruce Tully 

Judy Artz............................................October 1 

Tom Dell............................................October 1 

Pat Cornette.......................................October 4 

Mary Lichty........................................October 4 

Antoni Wortel....................................October 4 

Margaret Sensenig...........................October 18 

Joan Bair...........................................October 21 

Don Steller.......................................    October 27 

Russ & Lorraine Latschar.........October 3, 1959 (62 years) 

Harold & Nannette Teigland...October 15, 1960 (61 yrs.) 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

A service of support & healing 
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Don’t blink.  If you do, you may miss something really 
good. Yes, the fall season is here and there is a line up of 
events at Salem Hellers that you will not want to miss. 

 

October 17 is Harvest Home Sunday.  The Choir will     
welcome some guest musicians to accompany them as 
they sing A Mountain Harvest:  But wait.  There is more.  

 
 

October 17 at 1 p.m. is Favorite Fall Food Festival. This 
was Pastor Bruce’s idea to have an informal coffee hour type gathering in Cowan Hall.  
And here is the fun part - we are asking you to bring and share your favorite fall food:  
Apple Pie, Pumpkin Pie, Apple Cider, Sweet Potato Pie,  Pumpkin Roll, Apple        
Cinnamon Cake, Chocolate Covered Strawberries, and the list goes on and on. We 

might even sing some pumpkin carols. 

 

November 27 We will decorate the church for Christmas 10 
a.m. 

 
 

November 28 We will have our Advent Celebration at 3 p.m. 
Perfect Harmony will present a program in the sanctuary      
followed by carols in the lobby and lighting of the tree.  And if 
that is not enough, we will gather in Cowan Hall for a carry-in 
dinner. More details to follow. 

 
 

December 12 All Saints Church invites us 
to attend Lessons and Carols in thesanctuary.  

 
 

December 19 In the afternoon, we will present A Thrill of Hope 
Ministry. 

 
 

December 24 will be our traditional Candlelight Service. 

 
 

During Advent we will be singing music by Joel Raney, a           
collection of Christmas songs from a work entitled A Thrill of 
Hope. In the four segments, we will sing of Hope, Love, Peace 
and Joy. In these songs, Joel has given a fresh treatment to our 

traditional Christmas carols using some familiar           
melodies with different words from another carol. There 
are tiny little musical surprises that he weaves into a  
remarkable collection that will be a blessing during our 
Advent Season. 

 
 

Our choir is off to a great start. We opened our season 
with a wonderful carry-in dinner, followed by a rehearsal, 

where we sang through all of our music for the fall. We are so looking forward to our 
fall choir semester. And by the way, we have room for more.  

 
 

Until next Time, Ron    

 

 

 

 

A FROM OUR  MUSIC DIRECTOR 
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CONSISTORY MINUTES—SEPTEMBER 14, 2021 

1. Call meeting to order-Mark Steller.  

2. Devotional by Mark from Jesus Always: Problems can become 
idols, if we let them.  

3. Roll call: Present: Mark Steller, Harry Teigland, Ron Nickel, Ragen 
Burns, Pastor Tully, George Cooper, Margaret Sensenig and Merv 
Bare. Marie Peazzoni, absent. Special guest, Skip Reynolds.  

4. Treasurer’s Report: Read and approved August report.  

5. President’s Report:  

 A. Sept. 12 served as Lay Leader.  

 B. Sept. 17 - Community Meal.  

 C. November 7 will be the Informal Budget Meeting in Cowan Hall.  

 D. New copier will be installed on the 16th. New cost will be $295/mon. for 63 months. Since the old  
 copier will be moved to the Library, cost of copies was discussed especially since color copies will not be 
 available. Final decision not made due to lack of information.  

6.  Pastor’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Aug. 16—scheduled meeting with Ron G. had to be 

rescheduled. Missions meeting in the evening.  

 Aug. 18—previously postponed meeting with Ron 

held today. Planned out the fall schedule of worship 

music and a couple of events. Most of the time was 

spent working on a special service of remembrance 

that will be held on Dec. 19 in the afternoon. It will 

include a musical cantata, prayer, special music, and a 

gospel message, all directed toward those who are 

working with or have experience with those dealing 

with memory loss, or any loss of loved ones. More 

details will be unveiled soon.  

 Aug. 20—met with a baptismal candidate  

 Aug. 23-29—vacation. We returned to OH for the 

memorial for my brother-in-law who died with 

COVID late spring.  

 Aug. 31—pastor’s breakfast in Lancaster  

 Sept. 2—choir started back up with a carry-in dinner 

prior to our first rehearsal  

 Sept. 4—Memorial service and burial of David  

Reinmiller  

 Sept. 7—CVM meeting. First meeting in a few 

months. Most time was spent getting caught up on 

each other’s ministry situations; heard from Newell 

Embley on the joys and perils of retirement. Next 

meeting in October will be hosted by Hellers.  

 Sept. 10—I had the joy of baptizing Nicole Yoder. 

As she was baptized by immersion, we held the    

occasion at Conestoga Church of the Brethren.    

Pastor Jerry and his wife Juanita witnessed the     

baptism.  

 Sept. 13—I traveled to meet an old seminary friend 

who now pastors in MD. We met midway for lunch. 

We have kept in touch by phone but had not seen 

each other in over ten years. It was a great reunion! -

Worship committee that evening—a lot of things 

that Ron and I worked on were explained and      

discussed. Talked about budget items. We agreed that 

it has been our worship services that have given us 

joy and growth, especially as we have added new  

elements in music in the past year.  

 I will be absent again the first week of October. Lisa 

and the rest of our family will travel to OH again, 

this time for a celebration in Lisa’s family.  
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7. Reports of Ministries  

 Lay Life: October 17 will be Fall Food Festival. (Harvest Home)  

 Worship: We met, Ron will be outlining the Fall music program. Pastor will tell about 
 special presentation on December 19, A Thrill of Hope. November 7, Memorial Sunday, 
 All Saints’ Day. November 27, Saturday will be Church decoration day. Christmas Eve 
 Service, December 24 at 7:30 pm.  

 Property: Finished: Ragen replaced the air conditioning thermostat in the sanctuary with 
a battery backup, programmable one; he will also place it inside a lockable cover. Current: 1. Signed contract to  
pave 136’ x 7’ area of auxiliary parking lot for $3100, to be completed by the end of September or early October. 
Ragan will be looking into the town’s responsibility on the project. 2. New A/C has been installed in the library. 3. 
Getting more mortar samples for repointing the brick. 4. Stained-glass restoration – Skip will be presenting to   
Consistory for approval of this improvement at their September 14 meeting, not to exceed $80,000.  Intend for 
Ehrhart to act as General Contractor and as such will coordinate with the other subcontractors. Schedule starting 
work for spring of 2022. Old Business: 1. Replacement sign for the front yard, estimated cost, $25,000. Can be done 
this year. 2. Replacing the cemetery shed is in progress. 3. Checking emergency lighting fixtures to replace faulty 
units. 4. Ragen is continuing to install the camera surveillance system and speaker/CCTV for worship service cover-
age in the education wing. 5. Investigating the south gable cross fluorescent light. 6. Adding a photocell switch to 
the steeple lights to be scheduled. 7. Exploring repair options for exterior door on north bell tower door. New: 1. 
The new concrete vault at the intersection of Horseshoe and Hellers Church Roads contains sewer valves. 2. During 
the heavy rains from the hurricane, the flat roof over Cowen Hall leaked again. B and E to be contacted again to 
look into this leak again. 3. Addressing a toilet leak and cleaning a bathroom fan. 6. Investigating the ceiling lighting 
in pastor’s office and Berean Room 7. Church Work Day to be scheduled on Saturday, October 9th for various 
jobs. Sign up sheets to be placed in the narthex for this workday. 8. Discussion about new Electronic sign. Cost esti-
mated at $25,000. Motion made to pay for it in this year’s budget, approved. 

8. Committee Reports  

 Memorial: November 7 set for All Saints’ Day.  

 Missions: Harvest Home on October 17. Will make chicken corn soup for sale.  

9. Old Business 

 A. Sign: See Property/Old Business 

10. New Business  

 A. Property Committee needs more help, especially Skip. Much discussion but no concrete actions yet.  

 B. Live streaming of our services is almost available. More on that later.  

 C. Motion made and approved to replace the air conditioning unit on the roof next year with in regular budget  
  funds.  

 D. Motion was made and passed to present to the membership a fund-raising project of about $80,000 for the         
      repair of the stained glass windows. This will be discussed at the Informal Budget meeting. Planning repair for 
      spring 2022.  

11. Motion to adjourn - made and closing prayer by Ron Nickle.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by George Cooper, Secretary 

Consistory Minutes Continued 

“We have not seen 
you in the temple 
since you started   
hitting rocks with      

a stick.” 

What do dentists call their x-rays? 
 Tooth pics! 
 
 

Did you hear about the first restaurant to open on the moon? 
 It had great food, but no atmosphere. 
 
 

What did one ocean say to the other ocean? 
 Nothing, it just waved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

   All committee budgets requests for 2022 are due to Ron  

   Nickel by October 3. 

    

   There will be a Church Work Day on Saturday, October 7 at 9:00 a.m.  Please sign up if  

              you can help. 

     

Please let Pastor Tully know how much you appreciate him on Pastor Appreciation 

Day, Sunday, October 17. 

 

 

 

Sign up at the Information Desk to pre-order your chicken noodle soup for 

pick up on Oct. 30 from 9-11 a.m. ($9.00/qt.) to support missions.  Flyers are 

available at the Information Desk for you to invite your friends to sign up, 

too.  Thanks for supporting our domestic and  foreign missionaries! 

 

Many years ago the congregation 
would give from their harvest to 
their pastor, who as a circuit-
rider, would travel to different 
congregations in the area.  Today 
we share our blessings with 
CVCCS. Please bring your food 
offerings in to the sanctuary on  
Oct. 17, when we will celebrate 
the gathering in of the harvest by 
collecting the food and displaying 
in the front of the church.  You 
may give cash or checks made 
payable to CVCCS, as they can 
use the cash to purchase food at a 
cheaper price than we can and 
can buy perishable foods as  
needed.  Thank you! 

ONE DAY, TWO EVENTS—OCTOBER 17 

As apples fall and pumpkins     
ripen, let’s get together and       
celebrate the season!  On October 
17, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., we are 
hosting a Favorite Fall Food   
Festival.  You are a big  part of it!  
Not only your presence, but your 
presents.  Please bring a favorite 
dessert, made from apples or 
pumpkins, to share with the    
others.   
 
We’ll taste and see that the Lord 
has been good to us! 

 

Cemetery……......... $460.00 

Current…................. $16,855.00 

Energy…………... $333.00 

Improvement…….. $1,380.00 

Missions………….. $1,170.00 

Perpetual Care........ $105.00 

Sunday School… $45.00 

Window Repair… $1,300.00 

AUGUST 

For more detailed information, please 

check the bulletin board in Cowan Hall. 
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OCTOBER 2021 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

3 - 9:30 am 

Worship; 

10:45 am 

Sunday 

School  

Budget Info. 

to Ron N. 
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5 

7:00 p.m. 

Property 
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7 

6:30 Choir 
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9 

9:00 a.m. 

Church 

Work Day 

10 9:30 am 

Worship; 

10:45 am 

Sunday 

School 

Pastor 

Appreciation 

Day 

11 

 

12 

7:00 pm 

Consistory 

Ministerium 

meets at 

Salem 

Hellers 

13 

 

14 

6:30 Choir 

 

15  

Pastor’s 

Helper 

Deadline 

 

16 

17 9:30 am 

Worship; 10:45 

am Sunday 

School ; 

Harvest Home; 

Fall Food 

Festival—1pm 

in Cowan Hall 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 p.m. 

Missions 

19 

 

20  

 

 

21 

6:30 Choir 

 

22 

 

23 

 

 

24 9:30 am 

Worship; 

10:45 am 

Sunday 

School  

 

                  

25 

7:00 p.m. 

Worship 

Mtg. 

 

26 
 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Spiritual 

Council 

27 

 

28 

6:30 Choir 

 

 

29 

 

30 

Chicken 

Corn Soup 

Sale for 

Missions 

“...walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 

pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work 

and increasing in the knowledge of God…”  

Colossians 1:10 

31 
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