
 
 
 
Hymn of the Month is a worship-focused initiative 
of the Salem Hellers Music Ministry.  Worship is the 
most important thing we do; as part of our efforts 
to enrich and deepen our worship, each month 
we will focus on a less familiar or more recently 
composed song or hymn that we hope will 
become appreciated and loved by our 
congregation. We will explore different ways to 
introduce and incorporate these songs 
throughout the month; we want to help you 
become comfortable with them.  May we grow 
together in faith as we learn these theologically 
rich hymns and join our voices in corporate 
worship.   
 
 
 
Listen to a recording of this month’s hymn on our 
new website at www.salemhellers.com.  Look for 
Hymn of the Month in the Worship tab menu and 
click on “visit the download page”. 
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1 

Fullness of grace in man’s human frailty; 
this is the wonder of Jesus. 

Laying aside His power and glory 
humbly He entered our world. 

Chose the path of meanest worth; 
scandal of a virgin birth. 

Born in a stable, cold and rejected: 
here lies the hope of the world. 

 
 

2 
Fullness of grace, the love of the Father 

shown in the face of Jesus. 
Stooping to bear the weight of humanity 

walking the Calvary road. 
Christ, the holy innocent, 

took our sin and punishment. 
Fullness of God, despised and rejected: 

crushed for the sins of the world. 
 
 

3 
Fullness of hope in Christ we had longed for, 

promise of God in Jesus, 
through His obedience we are forgiven, 

opening the floodgates of heav’n. 
All our hopes and dreams we bring 

gladly as an offering. 
Fullness of life and joy unspeakable: 

God’s gift in love to the world. 
 

 

The Story Behind the Hymn: Fullness of Grace was written in 
2004 and was the first collaborative effort by Keith and 
Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend. The song was included in 
the album New Irish Hymns 3: Incarnation, which is 
scripturally rooted in John, chapter 1. 
 
The Meaning: Fullness of Grace is based on John 1:14-18 –  
 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness 
about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he 
was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.  For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God; God the only Son, 
who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 

 
The Gettys worked together to compose the simple, 
haunting melody and Stuart Townend penned the lyrics, 
describing them as “a song on the humility of Christ, 
focusing on His birth and death – useful for Christmas, Lent 
and Easter.  Keith and Kristyn’s melody has a particularly 
beautiful lament feel, and I looked for lyrics that would fit 
with that – including trying to debunk the romanticized view 
we tend to have of the Christ’s birth.” His observation cuts 
to the core of our cozy, happy thoughts at Christmas about 
Jesus – he was born on earth that he might die for our sins. 
The Son of God wrapped himself in our frail human form: the 
embodiment of the grace of God.   
 
As we sing this hymn during Advent, may we remember that 
though he was despised and rejected, he was obedient to 
the Cross, that we might be forgiven. (from Isaiah 53:3-5) 
and that we have received the free and unmerited fullness 
of God’s endless grace, through Jesus. (from John 1:16). 


