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Salem Evangelical Reformed Church, Hellers 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

December 24, 2025 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt  

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.  Isaiah 9:2 

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me  

will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 

 

Prelude—Preparing our Hearts for Worship                              David Andrews                                                            

*Opening Hymn—Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   

*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 
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Lighting the Christ Candle                                             Mary & Jaylynn Rineer 

John 1:1-5, 9-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and  

the Word was God... In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it...  

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world...  

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

Matthew 1:22-23 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,  

and they will call him Immanuel' (which means 'God with us').                                        

*Our Prayer of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love  

(congregation in unison)      

Heavenly Father, tonight we light the Christ Candle, celebrating the birth 

of Jesus, the Light of the World. We thank You for the gift of Your Son, 

who came to bring hope, peace, joy, and love to our hearts and to a 

world in need. As we light this candle, may it remind us of the light that 

shines in the darkness—a light that the darkness can never overcome. 

Lord, fill our hearts with the warmth of Your presence and help us carry 

Your light into the world. May we be reflections of Your love, bringing 

hope and peace to those around us. Let this Christmas be a reminder of 

Your promise to be with us always, through Jesus, our Savior.  

In His precious name, we pray, Amen. 

*Call To Worship—O Come, All Ye Faithful 

*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 
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Lessons and Carols 

Genesis 3:8-15                                                                          Nancy Rovers 

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  

But the Lord God called to the man and said to him,  

“Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”  

He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten  

of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  

The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me,  

she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said  

to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”  

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

The Lord God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, cursed are you  

above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go,  

 and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

*Congregational Hymn—Fullness of Grace   

*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 



7 

 



8 

 

Genesis 22:15-18                                                                                      Lee Pelko 

And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time  

from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord,  

because you have done this and have not withheld your son,  

your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 

offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.  

And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies,  

and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,  

because you have obeyed my voice. 

 

*Congregational Hymn—Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 
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Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                                                             Margaret Sensenig 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

    and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,  

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Choral Anthem—The First Christmas Gift (R E Schram)       

The first Christmas gift was the treasure of heaven,  

sent from the Father to earth with love. 

He came as a child, bringing hope for mankind. 

On that first Christmas day, the first Christmas gift was Jesus. 

Long ago the prophets were telling of the coming of Messiah to earth; 

and a faithful few were watching and waiting,  

looking forward to the baby’s birth. 

And their hearts were filled with anticipation  

to see God’s Son, the Incarnation. 

“Emmanuel, Emmanuel, oh come to us", they prayed. 

The baby would be born of a virgin;  

they would call his name Emmanuel. 

He would bring to us the hope of salvation,  

for God himself with man would dwell. 

*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 
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And their hearts were filled with anticipation  

to see God’s son, the incarnation. 

“Emmanuel, Emmanuel, oh come to us”, they prayed. 

The first Christmas gift was the treasure of heaven,  

sent from the Father to earth with love. 

He came as a child, bringing hope for mankind.  

On that first Christmas day, the first Christmas gift was Jesus. 

Isaiah 11:1-9                                                                                    Natalie Bennett 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,  

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 

hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity 

for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his 

loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down  

with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf 

together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall 

graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 

the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 

They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain;  

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord  

as the waters cover the sea.  
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*Congregational Hymn—Joy To The World  

Luke 1:26-38                                                                                   Monica Barbosa 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God  

to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man  

whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  

And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,  

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”  

But she was greatly troubled at the saying,  

and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.  

And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,  

for you have found favor with God.  

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,  

and you shall call his name Jesus.  

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  

And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,  

and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,  

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,  

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore  

the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold,  

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son,  

and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 

For nothing will be impossible with God.”  

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord;  

let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
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Musical Offering—All Is Well (M.W. Smith)                                       Mark Steller 

All is well, all is well; angels and men rejoice; 

For tonight darkness fell into the dawn of love's light. 

Sing Alleluia. 

All is well, all is well; let there be peace on earth. 

Christ is come, go and tell that He is in the manger. 

Sing Alleluia. 

All is well, all is well; lift up your voice and sing. 

Born is now Emmanuel; Born is our Lord and Savior. 

Sing Alleluia. Sing Alleluia. All is well.  

Matthew 1:18-23                                                                                   Bill McLain 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  

When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  

And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 

shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,  

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,  

for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 
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Choral Anthem—There Is Faint Music (D. Forrest)  

There is faint music in the night, and pale wings fanned by silver flight; 

A frosty hill with tender glow of countless stars that shine on snow. 

A shelter from the winter storm, a straw-lined manger, safe and warm, 

And Mary singing lullabies, to hush her Baby’s sleepy sighs. 

Her eyes are fixed upon His face, unheeded here is time and space; 

Her heart is filled with blinding joy, for God’s own Son — her baby Boy! 

There is faint music in the night, and pale wings fanned by silver flight; 

A frosty hill with tender glow of countless stars that shine on snow. 

For God’s own Son — a baby Boy. 

Luke 2:8-20                                                                                          Betty Snyder 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,  

keeping watch over their flock by night.  

And an angel of the Lord appeared to them,  

and the glory of the Lord shone around them,  

and they were filled with great fear.  

And the angel said to them, “Fear not,  

for behold, I bring you good news of great joy  

that will be for all the people.  

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  

who is Christ the Lord.  

And this will be a sign for you:  
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you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host  

praising God and saying,“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

When the angels went away from them into heaven,  

the shepherds said to one another,  

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,  

which the Lord has made known to us.”  

And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,  

and the baby lying in a manger.  

And when they saw it, they made known the saying  

that had been told them concerning this child.  

And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God  

for all they had heard and seen,  

as it had been told them.  

 

The Message—The Shepherds: A Common Man’s Perspective on Christmas” 

        Luke 2:8-20 (see above)                               Pastor Scott Johnston 

 

 

*Congregational Hymn—While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 

*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 
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Matthew 2:1-11                                                                                            Keira H 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying,  

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?  

For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,  

he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”   

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly  

and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared.  

And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,  

“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him,  

bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”  

After listening to the king, they went on their way.  

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them  

until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  

And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother,  

and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,  

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  

*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 
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Choral Anthem—A New Noel (T. L. Boyd)         

The first Noel, the angel did say,  

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep  

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King, the King of Israel. 

For all to see there was a star shining in the east, beyond them far, 

and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King, the King of Israel.  

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

who hath made heaven and earth of naught,  

and with His blood mankind hath bought. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King, the King of Israel. 

John 1:1-14                                                                                       Bob Kauffman 

In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God.  

All things were made through him,  

and without him was not any thing made that was made.  

In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light,  

that all might believe through him.  

He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.  

He was in the world,  

and the world was made through him,  

yet the world did not know him.  

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  

But to all who did receive him,  

who believed in his name,  

he gave the right to become children of God, who were born,  

not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

 and we have seen his glory,  

glory as of the only Son from the Father,  

full of grace and truth. 

Musical Offering—In Bethlehem (D. Forrest / E. Dewar)   

                   Natalie Bennett, Carolyn McLain 

Though the road was long, the time drew near,  

Heaven’s King on earth would soon appear. 

Yet, no bed prepared; no waiting crown.   

Just a stable near the edge of town. 

Here the Child was born so far from home  

*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 
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To those humble trav’lers all alone. 

So they whispered low their soft amen,  

on that lonely night in Bethlehem. 

Come behold the shepherds, oft unseen,  

Chosen first to look though rough, unclean. 

'Tis the Christ! Now peace on earth begins:  

He will save His people from their sins.  

See our Mighty God has done great things!  

Hear the angel hosts His glories sing “Alleluia!" 

And repeat the sounding joy again  

On that holy night in Bethlehem. 

You are worthy, Jesus, Lord of all,  

Stooping down to grace that cattle stall.  

You did not recoil to meet us there,  

All our weakness, shame and grief to share. 

So bring down the mighty from their seat;  

Gently lift the humble to their feet, 

That we all would at your manger bend  

To behold that sight in Bethlehem.  

See our mighty God has done great things!   

Hear the angel hosts His glories sing 

And repeat the sounding joy again  

On that holy night in Bethlehem. 
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*Worshippers, please stand if physically able. 

Candle Lighting 

Please remain seated while candles are lit and the quartet sings two verses of 

Peace, Peace leading into Silent Night, Holy Night.  

To receive the light as it is passed, tilt your unlit candle into the flame. Keep 

your candle upright at all times to avoid dripping wax. 

When invited, stand for our candlelight hymn.  

*Candlelight Hymn—Silent Night, Holy Night 

When the pastor extinguishes his candle, carefully extinguish your own. 

Keep your candle upright as it cools. 

*Benediction 

Please return your candle to the baskets by each door.   

Postlude 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

If this is your first time here, welcome!  

Please fill out a visitor’s card (in the pew rack) and drop it in the offering box. 

Offerings may be placed in the offering boxes by the doors.  

You can also text SH to 717-807-5656 or scan this QR code.   
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